Felt-sole water shoes — required for course.

Culture, Biodiversity and Resources Management — Bio 340/340L

Order early to make sure you get a proper fit.  Provide ample time to return, exchange and/or reorder if necessary.  There is nothing more miserable than a day in the streams when your feet hurt!!

Felt sole boots (tobi or tabis):  These are often called Japanese reef walkers.  Although the ones we buy when in Hawaii are great, the better styles only come in men’s sizes.  Women with petite feet usually end up with inferior felt sole sock shoes.  I have spent lots of time on www where “tabis” are listed as essential for hiking Hawaiian stream valleys.  I have not been able to find venders on www.  I know where to walk in and purchase these in Hawaii.  However some of the options below may be better for overall use. Read ON!

(1.) The like equivalent is listed below from Cabella’s.  They are excellent as long as you do not have petite feet.

(2.) Northwest River Supplies: Felt Sole Kickers. I have not tried these but they may be ideal.

(3.) These are nice but a little expensive!  They only come in men’s sizes.  You could justify these if you plan a lot of river-rat activities.  These cost too much money for just course use.

(4.) Another Option is to buy a felt sole replacement kit and glue the soles to the bottom of an old pair of sports shoes.  Such kits are available at Dick’s (ask in the fishing section of the store) and other sporting stores for less than $15.  This involves the gluing process along with cutting to fit.  You would also need great cutters.  I would only use this option as a last resort.

Many venders have hiking boot styles with felt soles which are designed to wear over stocking waders.  DO NOT BUY THIS TYPE OF SHOE.  They will destroy your feet under sock-less conditions.

You can copy & past www addresses into your browser to visit sites.

1. (good price as long as they fit)  Men’s sizes – too large for many women

Cabela’s

http://www.cabelas.com/
Storefront > Footwear > Hunting Waders > Wading Boots 
http://www.cabelas.com/products/Ccat20616.jsp
Cabela's Felt-Sole Zippered Wading Boot 

Item: 
IF-810636
For the wet wader and float tuber 

$29.95

Men's sizes: S(7-8), M(9-10), L(11-12), XL(13).
Item notes
This wading boot is sized to fit bare feet. If being ordered to wear with waders, order one size larger.
In course you will want to fit your bare feet.

2.  These are a little more expensive but range of sizes may provide fit for most women.  You may get more use out of these after the course.

http://www.everesthistory.com/gearforclimbing/2005/NRS-Felt-Sole-Kickers----Free-Shipping-.htm
http://everestnews.altrec.com/shop/detail/3500/
Northwest River Supplies: Felt Sole Kickers

Our Price: $36.95 

Size(s): 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 13
Stock Status: In Stock

Read Reviews: (2) Reviews) 

Shipping: Only $3.50.   
(Want FREE SHIPPING? Receive Free Shipping through January, 2005 on orders over $49, Sign up Now!)

Can't ship internationally. Typically ships within 24 hours.

3. These are nice but a little expensive!  They only come in men’s sizes.  You could justify these if you plan a lot of river-rat activities.  These cost too much money for just course use.

Also at Cabela’s

Bite Fly-Fishing Sandal 

Item: 
IF-830222 

Price: 
$69.95

http://www.cabelas.com/
http://www.cabelas.com/products/Ccat20616.jsp
http://www.cabelas.com/cabelas/en/templates/product/standard-item.jhtml?id=0013174830222a&navCount=0&cmCat=srchdx&cm_ven=srchdx&cm_ite=srchdx
Bite Fly-Fishing Sandal 
Open toe comfort for wet-wading 
When the days grow warm, leave the full set of wading gear at home and enjoy the comfort of wet-wading in your favorite stream with a pair of shorts and these fly-fishing sandals. Built with felt patches on the soles, they grab algae-covered stones for traction on rocky stream bottoms. The synthetic uppers will last for years of warm-weather use and are lined with neoprene to prevent rubbing. A hard-plastic toe guard keeps the front of your foot safe from unseen hazards. Quick-lace design snugs down in seconds. 

Men's Sizes: 8-14. Whole sizes only.

Color: Brown/Black.

(4.) Another Option is to buy a felt sole replacement kit and glue the soles to the bottom of an old pair of sports shoes.  Such kits are available at Dick’s (ask in the fishing section of the store) and other sporting stores for less than $15.  This involves the gluing process along with cutting to fit.  You would also need great cutters.  I would only use this option as a last resort.

